Status of Issues Identified in the FFY 2005 Conditional Approval Letter
Commonwealth of Virginia

State Policies and Procedures:

4, As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(C) the State has provided its policies and/or

procedures to ensure the establishment of a transition plan, including, as appropriate,
steps to exit from the program. To be completed by 06-30-07.

Descriptions:

4,

As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(6) the State has provided a description of its policies
and procedures that require the referral for early intervention services under this part of a
child under the age of 3 who — (A) is involved in a substantiated case of abuse or neglect;
or (B) is identified as affected by illegal substance abuse, or withdrawal symptoms
resulting from prenatal drug exposure. To be completed by 06-30-07.

As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(A) the State has provided a description that ensures
a smooth transition for toddlers receiving early intervention services under this part (and
children receiving those services under by 20 U.S.C 1435 (c)) to preschool, school, other
appropriate services, or exiting the program, including a description of how: (i) the
families of such toddlers and children will be included in the transition plans required 20
U.S.C. 1437(a)(9)(C); and (ii) the lead agency designated or established under 20 U.S.C.
1435(a)(10) will (1) notify the local educational agency for the area in which such a child
resides that the child will shortly reach the age of eligibility for preschool services under
part B, as determined in accordance with State law; (ll) in the case of a child who may be
eligible for such preschool services, with the approval of the family of the child, convene a
conference among the lead agency, the family, and the local educational agency not less
than 90 days (and at the discretion of all such parties, not more than 9 months) before
the child is eligible for the preschool services, to discuss any such services that the child
may receive; and (IIl) in the case of a child who may not be eligible for such preschool
services, with the approval of the family, make reasonable efforts to convene a
conference among the lead agency, the family, and providers of other appropriate
services for children who are not eligible for preschool services under part B, to discuss
the appropriate services that the child may receive. To be completed by 06-30-07.

As required in 20 U.S.C. 1437(a)(10) the State has provided a description of State efforts
to promote collaboration among Early Head Start programs under section 645A of the
Head Start Act, early education and child care programs, and services under Part C. To
be completed by 06-30-07.

Assurances:

2.

The State has adopted a policy that appropriate early intervention services are available
to all infants and toddlers with disabilities in the State and their families, including Indian
infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families residing on a reservation
geographically located in the State, infants and toddlers with disabilities who are
homeless children and their families, and infants and toddlers with disabilities who are
wards of the State; and has in effect a statewide comprehensive, coordinated,
multidisciplinary, interagency system to provide early intervention services, for infants
and toddlers with disabilities and their families, that meet the requirements of 20 U.S.C
1433, 1434, and 1435. To be completed by 06-30-07.



3. The State has in effect a policy that ensures that appropriate early intervention services
based on scientifically based research, to the extent practicable, are available to all
infants and toddlers with disabilities and their families, including Indian infants and
toddlers with disabilities and their families residing on a reservation geographically
located in the State and infants and toddlers with disabilities who are homeless children
and their families in accordance with 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(2). To be completed by 06-30-
07.

7. The State has a public awareness program focusing on early identification of infants and
toddlers with disabilities, including the preparation and dissemination by the lead agency
designated or established under 20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(10) to all primary referral sources,
especially hospitals and physicians, of information to be given to parents, especially to
inform parents with premature infants, or infants with other physical risk factors
associated with learning or developmental complications, on the availability of early
intervention services under this part and of services under 20 U.S.C. 1419, and
procedures for assisting such sources in disseminating such information to parents of
infants and toddlers with disabilities. (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(6)) To be completed by 06-30-
07.

9. The State has a comprehensive system of personnel development, including the training
of paraprofessionals and the training of primary referral sources with respect to the basic
components of early intervention services available in the State that

(A) includes--

0] implementing innovative strategies and activities for the recruitment and
retention of early education service providers;

(i) promoting the preparation of early intervention providers who are fully and
appropriately qualified to provide early intervention services under this part; and

(iii) training personnel to coordinate transition services for infants and toddlers

served under this part from a program providing early intervention services
under this part and under part B (other than 20 U.S.C. 1419), to a preschool
program receiving funds under 20 U.S.C. 1419, or another appropriate program;
and

(B) may include--

0] training personnel to work in rural and inner-city areas; and
(i) training personnel in the emotional and social development of young children.
(20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(8)(A) and (B)) To be completed by 06-30-07.

10. The State has policies and procedures relating to the establishment and maintenance of
qualifications to ensure that personnel necessary to carry out this part are appropriately and
adequately prepared and trained, including the establishment and maintenance of
qualifications that are consistent with any State-approved or recognized certification,
licensing, registration, or other comparable requirements that apply to the area in which such
personnel are providing early intervention services, except that nothing in this part (including
this paragraph) shall be construed to prohibit the use of paraprofessionals and assistants
who are appropriately trained and supervised in accordance with State law, regulation, or
written policy, to assist in the provision of early intervention services under this part to infants
and toddlers with disabilities. (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(9)). To be completed by 06-30-07.

16. The State has a State interagency coordinating council that meets the requirements of 20
U.S.C. 1441. (20 U.S.C. 1435(a)(15)) See optional technical assistance checklist in
Section V for full provisions of 20 U.S.C. 1441. To be completed by 06-30-07.



24. The State ensures that policies and procedures have been adopted to ensure meaningful
involvement of underserved groups, including minority, low-income, homeless, and rural
families and children with disabilities who are wards of the State, in the planning and
implementation of all the requirements of Part C. (20 U.S.C. 1437(b)(7)) To be
completed by 06-30-07.



