Commonwealth of Virginia Policiesand Proceduresfor Part C of IDEA - 2000

XVII. NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS

A. POLICIES

1. To the maximum extent appropriate, early intervention services are provided in natural
environments.

2. Theprovision of early intervention services for any infant or toddler occursin a setting
other than a natural environment only when early intervention cannot be achieved
satisfactorily for the infant or toddler in a natural setting. (34 CFR 303.167(c))

3. Thelndividualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) includes a statement of the natural
environment, as described in 303.12(b), in which early intervention services will be
provided, and a justification of the extent, if any, to which the services will not be
provided in a natural environment. (34 CFR 303.344(d)(2)(i1))

Note: With respect to the requirements in Sec.303.344(d), the appropriate location of
services for some infants and toddlers might be a hospital setting—during the period in
which they require extensive medical intervention. However, for these and other
eligible children, early intervention services must be provided in natural environments
(the home, childcare centers, or other community settings) to the maximum extent
appropriate to the needs of the child. (34 CFR 303.344 Note)

B. PROCEDURES

1. TheLead Agency has developed the following strategies to ensure that the requirements
of Part C are met:

a. A memorandum has been sent to al local interagency coordinating councilsindicating
the change in Part C of IDEA regulatory language effective July 1, 1998 and
encouraging al local interagency coordinating councils (LICCs) to review the IFSP
process steps for determining the natura environment in which services are delivered
as outli ned in the June 1994 Technlcal Ass stance Document Early Intervention in the

b. TheJune 1994 Technlcal Asa stance Document EarJ;LLntenLentLQn_Ln_the_NatuLat

Environment: What Does it Mean for Young Children? has been be revised. The
revised technlcal assstance documents are |n the May 2000 manual EaJJIJ;LCﬁjteLaj

These manua's have been didtri buted Statewide.

c. An early intervention service delivery approach which incorporates principles of
family-centered care, consultative services and direct servicesin integrated/natural
settings, and community resource-based services is being field tested in Virginia
Intensive training and technical assistance are being provided along with pre- and
post-outcome measurements.  Findings from this field test will be reviewed by the
task force which developed the service delivery approach. Next step
recommendations will be generated as result of the field test and depending upon the
findings recommendations may include statewide implementation of training and
technical assistance on the service delivery approach.

d. The Lead Agency is scheduling statewide training on the |FSP process which
incorporates the natural environments requirements into all aspects of IFSP
development.
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e. TheLead Agency isincorporating the natural environment requirements into the
Monitoring and Improvement Measurement System (MIMS) for local self-study.

2. LICCsareresponsible for developing and implementing policies and procedures (including
mechanisms) that meet the above stated policies on natural environments. Loca policies
and procedures must specify the IFSP process steps used in determining natural
environments for provision of services.
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